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Objective: This study examines the impact of civil status on family relations in
Uzbekistan, focusing on the legal framework, historical evolution, and socio-legal
implications. It explores how civil registration influences marital, parental, and
inheritance rights within the broader context of civil and family law. Method: The
research employs a qualitative approach, utilizing doctrinal legal analysis of legislative
texts, judicial decisions, and academic literature. Comparative and historical methods
are applied to assess the development and application of family law in Uzbekistan.
Results: The findings reveal that civil status significantly affects family rights and
obligations, with legal recognition playing a crucial role in defining marital legitimacy,
parental authority, and inheritance distribution. Moreover, inconsistencies in
registration procedures and legal interpretation create challenges for individuals
navigating family law disputes. Novelty: This study contributes to the discourse on
civil and family law in post-Soviet legal systems by highlighting the unique interplay
between civil status and family relations in Uzbekistan. It offers insights into the legal
complexities individuals face and suggests potential reforms to enhance legal clarity and
protect family rights.

Gender equality

INTRODUCTION

Civil status plays a pivotal role in family law, determining the legal recognition of
individuals in familial contexts [1]. In Uzbekistan, a country with deep-rooted cultural
traditions and a rapidly evolving legal landscape, the regulation of civil status
profoundly impacts family relations. This article addresses key questions: How does civil
status affect marital rights and obligations? What challenges arise from discrepancies in
civil registration? And how do legislative reforms address these challenges? [2]

Uzbekistan’s family law has undergone significant transformations since its
independence in 1991. Influenced by Islamic traditions and Soviet legal principles,
the Family Code of Uzbekistan codifies family relations while aligning with international
human rights standards [3]. Civil status —encompassing birth, marriage, divorce, and
death registration — serves as the foundation for legal recognition of family relationships.
The historical interplay between customary practices and state regulations continues to
shape contemporary family law [4].

Journal of Contemporary Business Law & Technology: Cyber Law, Blockchain, and Legal Innovations 8


https://journal.antispublisher.id/index.php/EJCBLT
mailto:admin@antispublisher.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.61796/ejcblt.v2i1.1241

Civil and Family Law: The Impact of Civil Status on Family Relations in Uzbekistan

RESEARCH METHOD

This study employs a qualitative methodology, analyzing legislative documents,
academic literature, and case studies to explore the impact of civil status on family
relations. Legal texts such as the Family Code of Uzbekistan and international conventions
provide the primary framework, while secondary sources offer insights into the socio-
legal context. Field studies and reports from organizations like UNICEF and the World
Bank further inform the analysis.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Result

Marriage in Uzbekistan is both a legal and cultural institution. The Family Code of
Uzbekistan governs the registration of marriages, requiring couples to formalize their
union through civil registration [5]. This legal recognition ensures the protection of
spouses’ rights and establishes responsibilities such as mutual financial support and co-
parenting. Traditional and religious ceremonies, while culturally significant, do not
confer legal rights unless accompanied by civil registration [6].

The lack of civil registration can lead to legal complications, particularly in cases
of divorce or inheritance disputes. Unregistered marriages often leave women and
children vulnerable, as they may lack legal standing to claim spousal or parental support
[7]. Efforts to promote awareness about the importance of civil registration are essential
to mitigate these issues [8].

Divorce, another critical aspect of family law, requires formal civil procedures to
dissolve a marriage. Unregistered divorces, often stemming from customary practices,
pose significant challenges for women seeking alimony or property division [9].
Furthermore, parental rights and obligations hinge on the accurate registration of
children’s births. Unregistered births can hinder access to education, healthcare, and
inheritance rights, perpetuating social and economic disparities [10].

Despite legislative frameworks, discrepancies in civil registration remain a
persistent issue in Uzbekistan. Rural areas often face barriers to accessing civil
registration services due to geographic and economic constraints. Additionally, cultural
norms and a lack of awareness about the legal importance of registration contribute to
under-registration of marriages and births [11].

Gender inequality further exacerbates the impact of civil status on family relations.
Women in unregistered marriages or divorces often face legal and social vulnerabilities,
limiting their ability to claim property rights or child custody [12]. Addressing these
challenges requires targeted reforms and public awareness campaigns to ensure
comprehensive civil registration.

Discussion

Uzbekistan has undertaken several initiatives to strengthen civil registration and
improve the legal framework governing family relations. The adoption of e-government
systems aims to enhance accessibility and efficiency in civil status registration [13].
Legislative amendments to the Family Code emphasize the protection of women’s rights
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in marriage and divorce, aligning with Uzbekistan’s commitments under the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women [14].
To address existing gaps, this article recommends:
1.  Establish mobile registration units in remote areas to overcome geographic
barriers.
2. Conduct community-based education programs to promote the importance
of civil registration.
3. Amend laws to provide equitable rights for individuals in unregistered
marriages and ensure access to legal recourse.
4. Implement mechanisms to assess the effectiveness of reforms and address
emerging challenges [15].

CONCLUSION

Fundamental Finding : This study highlights the pivotal role of civil status in
shaping family relations in Uzbekistan, demonstrating its direct influence on legal
recognition, marital rights, and parental responsibilities. While legislative advancements
have enhanced civil registration processes, disparities remain in legal access and
enforcement, particularly for marginalized groups. Implication : Strengthening the civil
registration system and ensuring consistent legal interpretation are essential for
promoting family stability and legal certainty. Addressing these issues through policy
reforms and increased public awareness can enhance legal protection, particularly for
women and rural populations, fostering a more equitable family law framework.
Limitation : This research primarily relies on doctrinal analysis and legal texts, limiting
its scope in capturing the lived experiences of affected individuals. Additionally, the
study does not extensively explore the role of customary practices and their interaction
with formal legal structures. Future Research : Further empirical studies are needed to
assess the long-term effects of legal reforms on civil status and family relations. Future
research should also examine the intersection of civil status with broader socioeconomic
factors, such as education, employment, and migration, to develop a more
comprehensive understanding of its implications in Uzbekistan’s evolving legal
landscape.
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