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Abstract: English language competency is crucial in today's globalized world. As a result,
international assessment programs have been established to measure and benchmark students'
English language skills. International programs set standards and guidelines that serve as a reference
for educators in designing their English language curriculum and instructional practices. This article
explores the development of competencies recorded in the standards of international assessment
programs within English classes.
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Introduction

International assessment programs and standards in foreign language teaching have become
increasingly important in recent years. These programs and standards provide a framework for
assessing language proficiency, setting learning objectives, and designing instruction that promotes
the development of key competencies in learners.

Methods and Materials
1. Understanding the Standards:

International assessment programs, such as the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR) and the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), outline specific
competencies that students should achieve at different proficiency levels. These competencies include
reading, writing, listening, speaking, and language knowledge.

2. Aligning Curriculum:

English language teachers align their curriculum with the standards outlined by international
assessment programs to ensure students are adequately prepared for assessments and to promote
consistent skill development. Teachers focus on incorporating activities and materials that target the
required competencies within their lesson plans.

3. Reading Competency:

To develop reading competency, English classes integrate strategies such as comprehension
exercises, reading fluency practice, and exposure to a variety of genres and text types. Teachers
employ authentic texts, both literary and non-literary, to enhance students' vocabulary, reading
comprehension, and critical thinking skills.
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4. Writing Competency:

Writing skills are cultivated through activities that encourage students to express themselves
coherently and effectively. English classes emphasize the development of sentence structure,
grammar, vocabulary, and organization. Teachers provide opportunities for students to practice
various writing genres, such as essays, reports, and creative writing pieces, while providing
constructive feedback for improvement.

5. Listening Competency:

Listening competency is developed through interactive activities that involve audio and video
resources, dialogues, and real-life scenarios. English classes focus on enhancing students' listening
comprehension, note-taking skills, and ability to understand different accents and speech patterns.
Collaborative tasks, such as pair and group discussions, also foster active listening and
communication skills.

6. Speaking Competency:

English classes prioritize oral communication to improve students' speaking skills. Activities such as
role-plays, presentations, debates, and discussions promote fluency, pronunciation, vocabulary usage,
and confidence in expressing ideas. Emphasis is placed on effective communication strategies, such
as turn-taking, expressing opinions, and building arguments.

7. Language Knowledge:

International assessment programs require a strong foundation in language knowledge, including
grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation. English classes incorporate explicit language instruction
and practice to reinforce these elements. Teachers employ a variety of techniques, such as drills,
exercises, and contextualized language tasks, to reinforce grammar rules and expand vocabulary.

Result and Discussion

There are various methods that can be employed in English classrooms to improve competences
referred to in international assessment programs and standards. Here are some effective methods:

1. Communicative Approach: This approach focuses on developing students' ability to communicate
effectively in English. It emphasizes interactive activities such as group discussions, role-plays,
debates, and pair work to enhance speaking and listening skills.

2. Task-Based Learning: This method involves assigning students specific tasks or projects that
require them to use English to complete real-life or meaningful activities. It promotes language
use in practical contexts, fostering both linguistic and problem-solving skills.

3. Content-Based Instruction: In this approach, language learning is integrated with subject matter
content. Students learn English while studying other academic subjects such as science, history,
or literature. This method enhances language skills while developing knowledge in different
disciplines.

4. Authentic Materials: Using authentic materials, such as newspapers, magazines, videos, and
podcasts, exposes students to real-world English usage. Authentic materials provide cultural
context and improve reading, listening, and comprehension skills.

5. Technology Integration: Utilizing technology tools like interactive whiteboards, educational
websites, language learning apps, and multimedia resources can engage students and enhance
their language skills. It allows for interactive and independent learning opportunities.

6. Differentiated Instruction: Recognizing and catering to individual differences, teachers can adapt
their teaching methods, materials, and assessments to meet the diverse needs of students. This
approach ensures that students with varying proficiency levels are appropriately challenged and
supported.
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7. Formative Assessment: Regularly assessing students' progress through formative assessments,
such as quizzes, presentations, projects, and group work, provides feedback for both teachers and
learners. It helps identify areas of improvement and informs instructional strategies.

8. Collaborative Learning: Encouraging collaborative activities where students work together in
pairs or groups promotes active engagement and peer-to-peer interaction. It fosters language
development, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills.

9. Vocabulary Expansion: Implementing strategies for vocabulary development, such as word
games, contextualized exercises, word banks, and mnemonic devices, can enhance students' word
knowledge and improve their overall language proficiency.

10. Cultural Integration: Incorporating cultural aspects of English-speaking countries into lessons
deepens students' understanding and appreciation of the language. It includes exploring literature,
traditions, customs, and socio-cultural practices related to English-speaking communities.

Conclusion. Developing competencies recorded in the standards of international assessment
programs is an essential aspect of English language instruction. By aligning their curriculum and
instructional practices with these standards, teachers ensure that students acquire the necessary skills
to succeed in global English language assessments. Through a balanced focus on reading, writing,
listening, speaking, and language knowledge, English classes can effectively prepare students to meet
the challenges of English language proficiency assessments and equip them with the skills needed for
future academic and professional endeavors.
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