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Objective: This study investigates the integration of linguistic methods — specifically
structuralist and semantic frameworks —into literary criticism to enhance textual
interpretation and reader engagement. Method: A qualitative, descriptive-analytical
approach was employed, analyzing selected English and Persian literary texts with a
focus on phonological, grammatical, and semantic elements. Results: The findings

Keywords: reveal that linguistic features such as phoneme sequencing, grammatical ambiguity, and

Literature metaphorical language significantly shape reader response and thematic perception.

Linguistics Structuralist criticism deciphers formal patterns, while semantic analysis exposes

Semantic deeper emotional and ideological layers within literary works. Novelty: The research

Structuralism offers a novel synthesis of linguistic and literary approaches, proposing a
comprehensive, interdisciplinary model that bridges theoretical gaps and transcends
disciplinary boundaries. This model advocates for a pedagogical shift in literature
education, encouraging the use of linguistic tools to cultivate critical thinking and
interpretive precision. The proposed framework demonstrates universal applicability
across languages and genres, contributing both to the enrichment of literary scholarship
and the advancement of curriculum development.

INTRODUCTION

One of the most influential modern linguists of the last ten years, Henry
Widdowson has developed a method for evaluating key literary works accurately
incorporates literary and linguistic subtleties. His efforts to apply linguistic techniques in
literary analysis have received increasing praise. However, many literary critics have
been frustrated by this viewpoint, since they believe that the objective and scientific
nature of linguistic makes it difficult to convey the true meaning of literary works. As a
result, when Widdowson released his interpretation of "Stop in the Jungle in a Snowy
Age," a poem by Robert Frost, he was accused by well-known literary reviewers of
misreading it. They contended that his reliance on linguistic analysis prevented him from
appreciating its nuanced literary themes. They argued that his reliance on linguistic
analysis hindered his grasp of its subtle literary themes.Additionally, these critics
contended that Widdowson’s highly linguistic approach diminished the poem's rich text,
reducing it to mere prose [1].

Unlike his critics, Widdowson agrees with the views of William Empson, who
emphasized the importance of the reader's immediate feelings and perceptions in
interpreting literary works. He states: "In order to understand literary works accurately,
the role of the reader's internal perception cannot be neglected. Neither the purely literary
nor the purely linguistic approach can claim to provide the best analysis without
considering how the reader's emotions crystallize as he or she engages with the text" [2].
Widdowson argues that literary critics must not only understand the methods of literary
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analysis, but also be familiar with linguistic subtleties, such as the meaning and structural
role of words in different sentence positions, the grammatical structures used in literary
works, and the sequence and repetition of certain phonemes and sounds.

Similarly, Leach emphasizes the need to combine linguistic techniques with
literary analysis for more accurate criticism. However, Leach pays more attention to
linguistics than Widdowson does in his literary assessments. In his analysis of John
Keats's poem "Nightingale Ode", Leach demonstrated that a clear and unambiguous
interpretation of the poem can be achieved through linguistic intelligence, using
phonological and grammatical knowledge, as well as the strategic arrangement of poetic
elements [3].

The purpose of this paper is to examine how the reader's mind is affected by the
subtle semantic connections between words, which lead to an internal and personal
perception (according to Widdowson's perspective) and the unconscious impact of
structure and arrangement in conveying the particular meanings (according to Leach's
perspective). Both viewpoints are illustrated through examples from English literature.
According to the author, these strategies can be used in tandem to provide significant
literary criticism [4].

RESEARCH METHOD

The given study pursued a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach to question
the contact point between linguistic theory and literary criticism. The material of data
was based on two corpora of English and Persian language: these texts have been chosen
because of their linguistic texture and symbolic richness; it was studied in structuralism
and semantics. Such an approach basically focused on a close textual comprehension,
with the moods of sounds, grammatical structure, lexicological or word choices and
patterns of syntax taking central stage to unlock the hidden meanings within the literary
discourse. Representative case studies were used in the canonical poets and writers most
prominently Philip Larkin and Nima Yooshij. Alongside these main sources, the
theoretical approach and guiding the procedures of analysis were introduced by such
theory-makers as Widdowson, Leech, Empson, and Spitzer, among others. To show how
these phenomena shape perceptions in the readers and evoke emotion, the linguistic
phenomena like the usage of pronouns, changing intonation, lexical ambiguity,
repetition, and metaphor were explored. Especial emphasis upon that mutual
relationship subsisting between the form of the language and the substance of the
language, and upon the way in which formal patterns produce or aid the growth of
themes, was thrown. The psychological involvement on the part of the reader towards
the text was brought to the fore too, and one such factor is the manner through which
language structure affects interpretation. The methodology did not so much attempt to
test preconceived hypotheses, but rather tried to build interpretive model which
incorporated linguistic explanation in literary analysis. All interpretive statements were
conjoined with known scholar work to have a validity and conceptual stability. This
multilayered analytical strategy facilitated a subtle understanding of the role of linguistic
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tools in enhancing the process of literary interpretation, which in turn can lead to
accomplishments in linguistic theory as well as the existing literature curricula.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

According to Empson, for a literary work to effectively engage its audience, it mu
st express its ideas clearly. Richards also emphasizes the importance of conveying conce
pts through emotional language in great literature, arguing that literature is distinguish
ed from everyday language by the use of contradiction, irony, and other literary techniq
ues[5]. Norris also states that a thorough understanding of political and religious ideolo
gies is essential to truly understanding a literary work, as he believes that all literary wo
rks are rooted in particular schools of thought or streams of meaning [6].

Spitzer emphasizes the importance of linguistics in literary critique, arguing that
literature reflects a nation's identity through the artistic expressions of its creators. He
highlights the reader's emotional response to literature, which he terms a "click," as a
means of engaging with the text. Hartmann likens the start of literary criticism to
initiating a football game, suggesting readers should explore the text's deeper aspects.
The article introduces literary sensitivity as essential for analysis and contends that
linguistic methods enhance understanding, revealing meanings that words alone may
not convey [7].

Structuralism and Literary Criticism

Hartmann, referencing Empson's "Seven Types of Ambiguity", emphasizes that an
in-depth understanding of grammatical idioms, word meanings in context, and the
emotional nuances of language is crucial for appreciating literary works. This
comprehension generates diverse reactions from readers and critics and offers multiple
strategies for text engagement. Key linguistic aspects are essential for this understanding
[8].

1. Phonology of the Text: The routine use of loudness, bursts of sound, and
changes in vowel length often unconsciously can influence the mood of the
reader and reviewer greater, to provide a more precise and in-depth
understanding of the text [9].

2. Grammatical Structure: Understanding the reasons for grammatical violations
and sentence rearrangements along with the formal use of long and short
sentences helps reviewers to uncover the hidden meaning of the text

3. Use of Pronouns: Replacing specific nouns in the story with often ambiguous
pronouns reveals the writer’s perspective on the characters in the text [10].

4. Musicality or Rhythm of the Work: Knowing that each piece has a different
impact on the audience, choosing a sound that fits the work is important in
conveying the message the writer wants to convey [11].

Examples of Structuralism Criticisms of English Literature

The text critiques a literary work through the lens of linguistics, emphasizing how
this knowledge enhances understanding. It describes a scene where a boy faces torment
from girls and boys, feeling shame and longing for his mother amidst the chaos. His peers

Journal of Learning on History and Social Sciences 487



A Review of Literature’s Contribution to Linguistics Education

mock him, while they indulge in sweets from a nearby shop run by a confident woman.
The juxtaposition of the boy's emotional turmoil and the carefree delight of the others
illustrate themes of innocence and cruelty, culminating in a vivid portrayal of childhood
experiences [12].

Prominent Linguistic Elements of the Text

The text explores the author’s use of language to convey confusion and emotional
turmoil. The conjunction "and" links unconnected sentences, focusing on the writer's
concerns. Many rude words and lengthy adjectives create confusion and emphasize
feelings of disgust and anger. Conversational sentences incorporate an informal tone,
offering an authentic view of the antagonistic adolescent. Intonation such as strong
repetition and vowel sequences intensify the narrator’s dissatisfaction. Writer Thomas
saw his writing as a struggle against stereotypes, often making drastic changes to better
capture his complex emotions [13].

Semantics and Literary Criticism

Semantic literary criticism, similar to structural criticism, emphasizes the
importance of linguistic nuances in understanding literary works. An important aspect
of this approach is word choice, where the choice of words in literature directs the
reader’s attention to the main theme These words are connected, creating a common
sense that carries the poet’s message communicates subtly.

Another important aspect is the paradox in logical dimensions, which serves to
highlight differences between the core elements of the work. These two confrontations
enhance the reader’s understanding of the text.

Furthermore, the reproduction of images plays an important role in the critique of
meaning. Throughout the work, specific images recur, expressed through language and
interpretations, reinforcing thematic elements.

Finally, the use of literary devices such as metaphors, metaphors, allusions and
symbolism is essential. These techniques allow the writer to deliver their message directly
and objectively, enhancing the overall impact of the book’s narrative [14].

Examples of Semantic Critiques of English Literature

Analysis of Larkin's work, particularly the poem "Lines on a Young Lady's
Photograph Album," uses linguistic comprehension to explore subtle use of language.
The speaker reflects on the experience of looking at a photo album, which it creates a
mixture of nostalgia and discomfort. The illustrations presented in the illustrations are
described as excessively rich and sweet, giving you the feeling of incredibly refined
vintage paintings

The poem captures the tension between the authenticity of the images and the
performance of the exhibits. The speaker criticizes photography as an art form when the
honest often fails to capture the true essence of time, and reveals flaws and conventional
world realities. This conflict highlights the struggle between memory and reality, when
the speaker deals with the passage of time and the emotional weight of dizziness

Furthermore, the poem delves into themes of loss and longing, as the speaker
mourns the inability to fully connect with the past. The photographs serve as a reminder
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of what once was, yet they also emphasize the distance created by time. The concluding
reflections suggest a bittersweet acceptance of this separation, acknowledging the beauty
of the memories while recognizing their inherent elusiveness. Overall, Larkin's work
invites readers to contemplate the complexities of memory, identity, and the passage of
time through the lens of photography [15].

Larkin's poem employs negative language and terms suggesting deficiency,
creating an atmosphere of avoidance and alienation. This use of words like "disquieting"
and "blemish" contrasts with more vivid phrases such as "misty parks," highlighting a
contradiction in the poem's ambiance. Larkin's style is marked by the repetition of
determiners and continuous verbs, which link sections and balance effects. The simple
present tense conveys enduring truths, while the use of past tense indicates the lingering
impacts of past events. Notably, the word "exclusion" in the seventh line represents the
poet's fate and humanity's shared experiences, as the focus shifts from "I" to "us."

The poem "Phoenix" by Yahaghi, M., & Sanchuli, A explores the tension between
ancient and modern Persian poetry. The phoenix symbolizes the modern poetic quest for
renewal and creative expression, other birds represent ancient poets and their followers,
incorporating traditional values Compare these elements to poetry of the 19th century,
and emphasizes Persian literature’s resistance to change and the poet’s desire to recover

a lost poetic essence It criticizes and recommends innovations in poetic expression.

CONCLUSION

Fundamental Finding : This study concludes that the integration of linguistic
methods — particularly structuralist and semantic frameworks—into literary criticism
enhances the precision and depth of textual interpretation by uncovering nuanced
meanings beyond surface-level impressions. It establishes that linguistic tools such as
phonology, grammar, and semantics play a central role in shaping both the emotional
and intellectual engagement of readers. Implication : These findings suggest a
pedagogical shift is necessary in literary education, encouraging the adoption of
interdisciplinary strategies that foster critical thinking, reduce subjective bias, and
promote analytical rigor. Such an approach is universally applicable, enriching literature
curricula across languages and cultural contexts. Limitation : However, the study lacks
empirical validation through classroom-based implementation or assessment of learner
outcomes, relying predominantly on theoretical and text-based analysis. Future Research
: Future studies should explore the practical application of this linguistic-literary model
in educational settings, assessing its effectiveness in improving students” interpretive
skills and developing frameworks for teacher training that integrate linguistic awareness
into literary instruction.
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